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Published in the Interest of the Scott Street
Our Saviour’s United Church of Christ
K. P. Mundell, Pastor
      VOL. 97                                      RIPON, WI.               DECEMBER 2021                                           NO. 12                                                                    

WORSHIP SCHEDULE:
9:00 am Sunday’s in the Sanctuary
 6:30 pm Thursday’s in the Sanctuary
 11:00 am Sunday’s on the radio- 1600 AM WRPN
 Online at www.oursavioursuccripon.com 








DECEMBER  2021 DUTIES

                                   Users/Greeters for December     			                             COFFE HOUR AFTER 9:00AM WORSHIP
                                          Thursday Dec 2        Team #3                                                                    with coffee, juice, and prepackaged treats
         Sunday Dec  5          Team #4                                                              For those who feel comfortable, Feel free to join us!
                                        Thursday Dec 9        Team #4
                                        Sunday Dec 12        Team #5
[image: ]                                        Thursday   Dec 16    Team #5 
                                         Sunday     Dec 19     Team #6
                                        Thursday Dec 23       Team #5
                                        Friday    Dec 24       4:00PM:  Team #6, 10:30PM: Team #1
                                        Sunday   Dec 26        Team #2
                                          Thursday Dec 30       Team #2
                                            Altar Guild for December			 		                     Gatekeepers
                            Kathy Lang          Caroline Retzlaff   Sue Wrzinski			Thursday       Dec 2     -                Keith & Becky Mulder
                               Emily Burk        Dianne Heyn                                                  	                Sunday           Dec 5    -   		Jim & Mary Schultz 
  					                                               Thursday          Dec 9   - 	             Pat Gittens 
                                                  Liturgist 		                                                   Sunday          Dec 16 -                 Jim & Mary Schultz
                                  Sunday        Dec 5     -       Kelly Mundell                                                          Thursday       Dec 23 -                     Don & Caroline Retzlaff
                                  Sunday       Dec 12     - 	Jamie Prellwitz                     Friday    Dec 24       4:00PM: Don & Caroline Retzlaff, 10:30PM: Rick Stracy		
[bookmark: _Hlk82771201]                                   Sunday       Dec 19  -   	  Heidi Schwanke		                                   Sunday Dec 26   -	          Pat Gittens 
                                    Sunday       Dec 26    -        Confirmand                                                              Thursday       Dec 30 -	          Jim & Mary Schultz

                                                                     Audio Operators					
                                              Thursday   Dec  2  - 		Bob Meyer	                                               Communion Servers
                                              Sunday        Dec  5   -   		Kelly Mundell			Thursday      Dec 2    Worship – Bob L.
                                               Thursday   Dec 9   - 		Bob Meyer                                            Sunday           Dec 5   Worship – Patti S.
                                              Sunday       Dec 12  - 		Kelly Mundell			                           VAN SERVICE
[bookmark: _Hlk82771132]                                              Thursday     Dec 16  -   		Bob Meyer              	                        Call Church Office by 12PM Friday    
                                             Sunday          Dec 19 -   		John Kwiatkoske			              before the following Sunday                                                                            
[bookmark: _Hlk82771151]                                             Thursday       Dec 23 -		Bob Meyer                                                         Sunday       Dec 5       Bob Lueck
                                             Friday             Dec 24    4:00PM: Kelly Mundell     10:30PM: Kelly Mundell                  Sunday       Dec 12       Rick Stracy           
                                             Sunday          Dec 26      -		John Kwiatkoske		                        Sunday         Dec 19      Tom Stellmacher
                                              Thursday       Dec  30   -                       Bob Meyer                                                           Sunday        Dec 26      Jackie Bogucke
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Our Saviour’s United Church of Christ  
343 Scott St. Ripon, WI 54971
920-748-2544 / E-MAIL: osuccripon1@gmail.com
WEBSITE: www.OurSavioursUCCripon.com


[bookmark: _Hlk83026212]From The Pastor’s Desk 
Reverend Dr. Kevin Mundell		
December 2021 

The Apostle Paul, in his letter to Colossians, says an astounding thing that encompasses both Advent and Christmas in a profound way and is worth sitting in during these two seasons of the church year. Listen to his words in Colossians 1:15-20
	“He (Jesus) is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation; for in him all things in heaven and on earth were created, things visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or powers—all things have been created through him and for him. He himself is before all things, and in him all things hold together. He is the head of the body, the church; he is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, so that he might come to have first place in everything. For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, and through him God was pleased to reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, by making peace through the blood of his cross. (NRSV)”
Think about these words. Jesus was, before there was a creation. All of creation came into being with Jesus being a part of it happening. Creation came into being for Jesus, creation is held together by Jesus. He was the firstborn from the dead so that he might be over all things. And the piece de resistance, “For in him the fullness of God was pleased to dwell.” Once this grabs ahold of you, it changes everything. [Let me give a caution here; when we say I believe this Old Testament teaching …, over what Jesus taught …, I am not denying the fullness of God, committing idolatry, and denying the lordship of Jesus. So let what Paul is saying sink in.]

	The rest of the last sentence is even more astounding to me as Paul tells us that God, through Jesus was pleased to reconcile all things to himself. God, the creator of the universe, who has lived with our rebellion against God, our turning our back on God and our wrecking of God’s creation through our sin, was pleased to reconcile everything back to God’s self. And God did this by making peace with God’s wrath at sin through the blood of Jesus. Jesus became all of our sin, past present and future on that cross and the law did to Jesus everything it could, and he died and was then raised from the death with the promise that our sins were now forgiven, God’s wrath against our sin now gone. 
	This is a part of Advent’s waiting, for the full realization of the kingdom of God in our time and place through the promise of the cross of Jesus. This is the gift of Christmas at its heart, that God has given us salvation through Jesus, a gift we receive by faith when we hear the good news proclaimed to us and trust the promise of our forgiveness. 
	Think about the bigger picture here, the universe was made as a gift for Jesus, is held together, sustained by Jesus, we were given the very gift of our life for Jesus.
And Jesus gave his life for us to set us free from sin so that we could know his love and become a people who love as he loves because of our faith in him and all that he has done for us as we are made for him. 
	What Paul reminds us of in this passage is that we are all here for Jesus who loves us, and he is here for us because he wants to set us free to love and care for each other as he loves and cares for us. Advent and Christmas are about remember the meaning of God’s gifts.
God’s Grace is sufficient.	Rev. Dr. Kevin P. Mundell


[bookmark: _Hlk518993477][image: Image result for google clipart - office hours]Our Saviour's Office hours: Monday-Friday: 9 am-12pm
DEADLINE FOR JANUARY MESSENGER: Please submit your events/articles digitally to the office by NOON DECEMBER 18TH, to osuccripon1@gmail.com in word format or written email, or hand-written note to Office. Please remember to get your group or committee’s information in for meetings, events, or other info regarding the group or committee activities. Thank you!





COMMITTEE NEWS

ALTAR GUILD
ALTAR & ORGAN FLOWERS; RADIO BROADCAST; BULLETIN SIGN-UP: 2021 Sign-up is available on the stand outside of the office! This sign-up is for ALL SPONSORSHIPS! Altar flowers are $25 and Organ flowers are $16 each. Radio Broadcasts are $50 per sponsor & $25 per sponsor per bulletin. Checks for Altar and Organ flowers should be made out to OSUCC ALTAR GUILD. All other checks can be made out to OSUCC.
We would welcome anyone new that would like to come and join our Altar Guild group. If you have any questions, please contact Kathy Lang, or Barb Schouten. 

VASE LINERS: Would anyone know the whereabouts of 2 vase liners that are used in the brass vases on the Altar? If you have any information about these, please contact the church office at 920-748-2544. Thank you

RED POINSETTIAS FOR CHRISTMAS: Red Poinsettias will be available for purchase for Christmas this year! The price per plant will be $12.00. The deadline for ordering poinsettias will be Friday, December 3rd, 2021. Order forms will be available in the Office, and the East Narthex.  Checks can be made payable to Our Saviour’s UCC Altar Guild. Because of continuing COVID Restrictions, we will not be able to take these plants to shut-in people. Poinsettias must be picked up after the services on Christmas Eve, or Sunday, December 26th. Please let an Altar Guild member know, (she will have a clipboard with names on it), that you are taking your flower. Thank you for helping to make our Sanctuary beautiful during the Christmas season.  

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION COMMITTEE
NURSERY: We have a child/parent space available in the South West Corner of the Sanctuary.
Adult Ed: Meets in the Chapel after Sunday Worship at 10:15am. 
SUNDAY SCHOOL: Meets in the Sunday School Room after Sunday Worship at 10:15am. There will NO Sunday School on December 12th, and December 26th. 
[bookmark: _Hlk528164664]EVANGELISM COMMITTEE
2021 COFFEE HOUR: Has returned with coffee and juice for those who are comfortable with participating. Feel free to join us after worship. WEBSITE: When you have any committee information or news that you would like on the website, please e-mail it to osuccripon1@gmail.com or tell Judy Lueck. Thank you!

UPPER ROOM: The current issue is available for purchase in the vestibule. They are $1.00 each. Please put money in an envelope provided (they are next to the upper room booklets), label it “Upper Room”, and drop into the mail slot. CALENDAR: Please call, email, or leave us a note about any added or changes needed for events and meetings, so we can get them on the calendar as soon as possible and make sure your time and room you want to use are reserved for you. We have a large monthly calendar for one month at a time that is dry erase for easy monthly changes as well. Thank you!
MISSIONS COMMITTEE
[bookmark: _Hlk532993198][bookmark: _Hlk522783074]MISSION NEWS: RECOMMENDED FOOD Items for December, Peanut Butter! This can be brought to the East Narthex.  We are continuing to collect pop tabs.  Leave tabs at church office, or place in the little Ronald McDonald house, at the top of the stairway by church office.  So far in 2021, the congregation provided 48,700 tabs that have been totaled so far. We still have 1,940 tabs to go to beat our total from last year – Starting a cup to collect those tabs during our upcoming holiday season could help us reach our goal! Smoke Alarm Install – cancelled because of COVID.  

RUSSELL MANOR BAKE SALE: Will be happening on December 11th. We are looking for single-portion baked goods to be donated for the sale. Please leave these in the kitchen by December 10th at Noon for us to pick up – Thank you!
CALLED-to CARE COMMITTEE
Called-to-Care NEWS:  Please continue to drop pill bottles, with prescription labels removed, at the office, or leave in the north entrance (vestibule), if the office is closed. So far in 2021, we have collected 312 bottles. Thank you.



[bookmark: _Hlk532906240]STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE
ANNUAL FINANCIAL PLEDGE: Please ensure that the Time and Talent Card and the Giving Card are returned by Sunday, November 14, 2021.  LOOSE COIN: Mail in or send online, just specify that it is for Stewardship Loose Coin. Thank you!
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[bookmark: _Hlk83118018][bookmark: _Hlk83117250]
From The Nurse’s Office 
[image: ]Monica Gagnon, BSN. Parish Nurse - Our Saviour’s UCC                                          Prediabetes 
Prediabetes is a serious health condition where blood sugar levels are higher than normal, but not high enough to be diagnosed as diabetes. More than 1 in 3 people in the US have prediabetes and yet 84% do not know that they have it. Prediabetes puts you at increased risk of developing diabetes, heart disease, and stroke. Some of the risk factors are - being overweight, age >45, being physically active <3xweek or having a family member with diabetes. But you can prevent prediabetes or if you have it, lower you risk of getting diabetes by losing even a small amount of weight - 5% of your body weight and getting regular exercise - 30 minutes a day, 5 days a week. Take the following Prediabetes Risk Test to see if you should see your doctor and make some lifestyle changes now!
Monica Gagnon (Gon-yo) Parish Nurse, OSUCC
Center for Disease Control and Prevention, June 11, 2020





OTHER ANNOUNCEMENTS

DRIVE THRU COMMUNION:  Rev. Mundell will be doing Drive Thru Communion for Sunday, November 7, from 10:30am till 11:00am. On October 3rd, we had 11 participants. 

VAN SERVICE:   Available for anyone to use! Reach out to Church Office before NOON on Friday to be picked up the following Sunday before service. The van is wheelchair accessible, and driven by vaccinated drivers. 



[image: ]HARVEST IN-GATHERING: Took place on November 21st. All these items were displayed in the Chancel Area and Altar and blessed. We will divide them between the 2 food pantries in town. Thank you to everyone who donated food, like our Sunday School students who helped!   
[image: ]






[bookmark: _Hlk83116554]









THANKSGIVING FAMILY SPONSORS: As a congregation, we sponsored 34 families this year for Thanksgiving. It’s amazing to see the generosity of our members, and we appreciate those who helped make this number so big! 

SCOTT STREET PUPPETEERS UPDATE: The Scott Street Puppeteers would like to update you on what the puppets have been up to lately. In Oct, we did a program for Azuza memory care facility in Oshkosh. On Nov 13, we were scheduled for a program, which unfortunately got cancelled due to COVID and a quarantine done at Maplecrest. We have done a couple songs for church both live and taped. (Nice to have this great Technology these days!) We are always looking for hands and arms to make the puppets come alive. Feel free to call a puppeteer if you are interested or call the church office.                                                                                                SCAN WITH YOUR PHONE TO WATCH!

[image: ]
[bookmark: _Hlk83116510]19th ANNUAL TURKEY DINNER: Thank you so much for everyone involved with making our 19th Annual Turkey Dinner a reality. Over the month of October, we sold all 600 tickets. During the Turkey Dinner, we averaged 2.5 meals per minute doing the drive-thru. Check out the video by scanning the QR Code to the right with a Smartphone Camera, which shows all the different intricate parts, and the very special people behind making the day so great, and delicious! 

IN OUR PRAYERS: Billi Kaufman, Bill Waltenberry, Roger Fenner, Lorraine Fischer, Steve McSorley, Bob Schouten, Caroline Sowersby, Audrey Cluppert’s Brother, Roy Gomoll, Emma Mace, 14 unspoken, and all others.                                            
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Bulletin Delivery Schedule   WILL BE MAILED OUT ON WEDNEDAY'S                                                                           DARWIN SCHULTZ WILL DELIVER TO RUSSELL MANOR  
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