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There are times as a pastor where you need to simply be recentered by God; often times when life is filled with too much change and anxiety and grief. All summer and into the fall, the lectionary epistle lessons have been centered in Paul’s letter to the Churches in Rome and I have been preaching from them each week. The journey has felt like God recentering me as I have been spending significant time with the letter reading and re-reading it; and reading the words of great Christian thinkers whose whole lives have been turned upside-down by reading Romans. 
Unfortunately, the lectionary writers left Romans before completing the journey through it and I want to pick up on one last passage, Romans 14:13-23. Let us therefore no longer pass judgment on one another but resolve instead never to put a stumbling block or hindrance in the way of another. I know and am persuaded in the Lord Jesus that nothing is unclean in itself; but it is unclean for anyone who thinks it unclean. If your brother or sister is being injured by what you eat, you are no longer walking in love. Do not let what you eat cause the ruin of one for whom Christ died. So do not let your good be spoken of as evil. For the kingdom of God is not food and drink but righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit. The one who thus serves Christ is acceptable to God and has human approval. Let us then pursue what makes for peace and for mutual upbuilding. Do not, for the sake of food, destroy the work of God. Everything is indeed clean, but it is wrong for you to make others fall by what you eat; it is good not to eat meat or drink wine or do anything that makes your brother or sister stumble. The faith that you have, have as your own conviction before God. Blessed are those who have no reason to condemn themselves because of what they approve. But those who have doubts are condemned if they eat, because they do not act from faith; for whatever does not proceed from faith is sin. (NRSV translation)
This passage contains some amazing instructions such as make the focus of your life to not let anything you do or say be a stumbling block for another to come to know God’s love. Or walk in love, agape/unconditional Christ like love, toward all other people, especially your brothers and sisters in Christ. Or, let everything you do or say be about enabling people to know the kingdom of God which is about righteousness, peace, and joy in the Holy Spirit. Serving God is serving others with the pursuit of peace and mutual upbuilding the goal of all we think and say and do. Paul leaves us with one caution to be concerned about which is to never lose sight that whatever we do that does not come from our faith in god through Jesus and his cross for us, is sin. To put this more simply, there are no neutral thoughts, words, or actions, we either act from faith or we act from sin, so stay focused on God and faith. 
The entire letter is about us understanding what God has done for us through Jesus and his willing death on the cross for us as an act of love to bring us into relationship with God and to know God’s love for us. Once we know that love, we are set free from sin which becomes a life lived for others rather than for ourselves, a life about serving rather than using other people. A life driven by our desire for others to know God’s love in Jesus as we know that love.  
God’s Grace is Sufficient				Rev. Dr. Kevin P. Mundell
[bookmark: _Hlk518993477][image: Image result for google clipart - office hours]Our Saviour's office hours: M-Thurs= 10 am-12 pm until further notice. **DEADLINE FOR November MESSENGER: Please submit your events/articles digitally to the office by NOON October 19, to osuccripon1@gmail.com in word format or written email, please, no PDF's. Please remember to get your group or committee’s information in for meetings, events, or other info regarding the group or committee activities. Thank you!
COMMITTEE NEWS
ALTAR GUILD
ALTAR & ORGAN FLOWERS; RADIO BROADCAST; BULLETIN SIGN-UP: 2020 Sign-up is available on the stand outside of the office! This sign-up is for ALL SPONSORSHIPS! Altar flowers are $25 and Organ flowers are $16 each. Radio Broadcasts are $50 per sponsor & $25 per sponsor per bulletin. Checks for Altar and Organ flowers should be made out to OSUCC ALTAR GUILD. All other checks can be made out to OSUCC.
We would welcome anyone new that would like to come and join our Altar Guild group. If you have any questions, please contact Kathy Lang, or Barb Schouten. 
Anniversary Sunday – October 11, 2020: We will celebrate anniversary Sunday on October 11th for couples celebrating 50 years and more, of marriage. These couples are invited to come to either the Thursday night, or Sunday morning service, if they wish to attend. Pictures of the anniversary couples will be shown during the service. Congratulations to all these couples.
[bookmark: _Hlk51582077]GOLDEN WEDDING COUPLES MARRIED 50+ YEARS (10/01/19-09/30/20)
[bookmark: _Hlk19537981]70 yrs.:  Edwin and Marion Vande Brink; 69 yrs.:  Allan and Elaine Mortenson; 66 yrs.:  Lawrence and Delores Retzlaff; 65 yrs.:   Chester and Donna Burton; 64 yrs.:  Glenn and Genevieve Fude; 63 yrs.:  Donald and Caroline Retzlaff; 62 yrs.:  Rev.Gerald and Helene Schrankler; 62 yrs.:  Thomas and Jeannette Sharp; 62 yrs.:  Chris and Charlett Wiegand; 59 yrs.:  Henry and Shirley Grams; 59 yrs.:  Orrin and Josephine Luedke; 58 yrs.:  Ronald and Iona Altnau; 58 yrs.:  James and Sandra Badtke; 57 yrs.:  Richard and Janet Sommer; 56 yrs.:  Norman and Wilma Koplin; 54 yrs.:  Ernest and Ida Neuenfeldt; 52 yrs.:  David and Lucy Bloch; 52 yrs.:  Jon and Shirley Badtke; 52 yrs.:  Roy and Noann Gomoll; 52 yrs.:  Gary and Cheryl Lieske; 52 yrs.:  Clifford and Lois Nitz; 51 yrs.: William and Diane Koski; 51 yrs.: Robert and Sandra Krueger; 51 yrs.: Lester and Linda Rabe; 51 yrs.: Ronald and Darcy Triemstra; and 50 yrs.: Martin and Catherine Tubbs.
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION COMMITTEE
NURSERY: Nursery is closed. Confirmation Class: Starts Wednesday October 7th. Registration and letters have been sent out. Sunday School: Starts Sunday October 4th. Registration and letters have been sent out. Adult Ed: Starts Sunday October 4th.
[bookmark: _Hlk528164664]COUNCIL NEWS:
Here is a plan so far with the understanding that things are changing quickly, and we might have to adjust things based on those changes. 
1. Safety comes first. We still recommend anyone with multiple risk factors to focus on safety first and stay where you are safe. 
2. We will not stop audio recording and video record the Sunday worship services and sending them for radio broadcast and posting them on our OS website, YouTube channel, Facebook page, and Instagram page. Even when the COVID-19 pandemic has passed, we will continue to record worship with audio and video and post them to our media sources. We will continue Thursday evening worship at 6:30pm until October 1. We will re-evaluate before then and decide if we should keep going with Thursdays or not.
[bookmark: _Hlk40780612]3. All services will be in the Sanctuary to maintain safe social distancing. 
4. We ask that everyone work together to respect social distancing. For speaking, the recommended safe distance if 6 feet. For singing, which puts more moisture and germs in the air and propels them farther from a person, the recommended safe social distance is 12 feet. If someone is sitting a couple of rows in front of you, please shift over slightly so that you are not singing into the back of their neck. 
5. We also ask that people do not gather in groups before or after worship.
6. All hymnals have been removed from the pews due to sanitizing issues. The words for hymns will be projected and paper packets of the hymns will be by the entrance for those who want the music notes with the words. Please throw the paper packets away in the garbage cans in the Narthex’s when done, do not stack them back up on tables or leave them for someone else to dispose of. We want to protect everyone as much as possible from the spread of germs. Thank you!
7. Offering plates will be placed by the entrances inside of the sanctuary and will not be passed during the service. 
8. We recommend that people wear face masks but will not require them for worship.
9. Our nursery will remain closed as we do not have the capacity to maintain safe social distancing or proper sanitization of all the items in the nursery between each service. 
10. The Van will not be able to run as we do not have the capacity to maintain correct sanitization of the van or adequate social distancing if we have too many riders. 
Again, safety first. If you are of high risk, please stay home and use one of our alternative ways to join us for worship. The radio broadcast will keep happening on Sundays. The audio and video of the service will keep being recorded and placed on our media sites. Rev. Mundell and the church council will continue to work to keep everyone informed of what we are doing or any changes to our plans as we move cautiously forward and continue to serve God through all of you, and the ministries we have here at Our Saviour’s UCC.
Looking Ahead: Next meeting October 12th at 6:30 pm in the East Narthex in person.
EVANGELISM COMMITTEE
2020 COFFEE HOUR: NO coffee hour due to recommendations from CDC. WEBSITE: When you have any committee information or news that you would like on the website, please e-mail it to osuccripon1@gmail.com or tell Judy Lueck. Thank you! UPPER ROOM: The current issue is available for purchase in the vestibule. They are $1.00 each. Please put money in an envelope provided (they are next to the upper room booklets), label it “Upper Room”, and drop into the mail slot. CALENDAR: Please call, email, or leave us a note about any added or changes needed for events and meetings, so we can get them on the calendar as soon as possible and make sure your time and room you want to use are reserved for you. We have a large monthly calendar for one month at a time that is dry erase for easy monthly changes as well. Thank you!
MISSIONS COMMITTEE
[bookmark: _Hlk532993198][bookmark: _Hlk522783074]MISSION NEWS: FOOD Items for October – Harvest and Gathering – bring in any non-perishable items (collect through October for first Sunday in November), you can drop off in the East Narthex during open office hours. The Food Pantry is open the first four Mondays of each month from 10:00 am to 3:00 pm, the pantry is also open on the 4th Wednesday each month between 6:00 pm and 7:00 pm, the Pantry is closed on the 5th Monday of the month, if there is one. When a holiday falls on a Monday, the pantry is closed but will open on Tuesday. In addition, if the local schools are closed due to hazardous weather, the food pantry will also be closed. 102 W. Jackson St., Ripon, WI. 54971. The Community Food pantry is located on the lower level on the east side of the building that faces the Police Station. Parking is available on Jackson Street (in front of Traded Treasures) or behind Traded Treasures. Be careful not to take a police department or senior center parking spot or you might get cited. (Yikes!) Questions about the food pantry or donating and volunteering at the Pantry? Call Carolyn: Phone: (920) 748-5756. Bake sale at Russell Manor- rescheduled for this winter. Smoke Alarm Install. – rescheduled for the spring.
[bookmark: _Hlk532906240]STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE
[bookmark: _Hlk528165053]LOOSE COIN UPDATE: We are still using the loose coins in the offering plate for special projects!! During this time, you can mail in or send online contributions to this ministry and just specify that it is for Stewardship Loose Coin. Thank you!!! NEW SIGN FUND: We have a “New Sign Fund” for the replacement of the Church sign between the West Narthex and parsonage, on the lawn in front of the Chapel. Our goal is to secure $20,000 in donations before proceeding with the project. We received approval from the city for the sign to be lit from within the sign and are working with Appleton Sign Company to start with the process of replacing the sign. We are excited to start this beautification process for our church! Thank you for your continued support!
SCHOLARSHIP COMMITTEE:
Scholarship Committee members are: Jeremy Schouten; Jim Schultz; Rick Stracy; Becky Mulder.
OTHER ANNOUNCEMENTS
INSTURCTIONS ON HOW TO CONNECT OR LISTEN ONLINE: Website: www.oursavioursuccripon.com; RADIO: 1600 AM WRPN; FACEBOOK: https://www.facebook.com/oursavioursucc/; INSTAGRAM: https://www.instagram.com/oursavioursucc/; YOUTUBE: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCcE3NodvU89qCWmQWmBDLyA. 
We have bulletins available in the vestibule from Tuesday afternoon until Monday morning, after that the Sunday bulletins are thrown away for safety reasons, new ones will be placed out again by Tuesday afternoon. Bulletins are also available on our website and social media sites. You can also still mail in your contributions, drop them off during open office hours, drop them off at church by putting them through the mailbox slot, or send them through PayPal. Thank you so much for your continued support of mailed in and online contributions! It means so much to us during this time!
Prayers for: Barb Schultz, Grace Albright, Billi Kaufman, Ed Vande Brink, Bill Waltenberry, Roger Fenner, Lorraine Fischer, Nancy Henning, Len Quinn, Robert Chikowski, Steve McSorley, Bob Schouten, Cindy Clausen, Pat Schaub, Caroline Sowersby, 13 unspoken, and all others. In Our Prayers: The family and friends of Kenneth Wittchow.
BLOSSOM SCHOOL! The Blossom School teachers love being able to use the space we have downstairs and we are glad to provide it for them. They are enjoying being able to come back and use the space. As a reminder, any wear and tear that happens in those rooms from their use, the school district pays for and repairs or replaces as needed, we simply just have to notify the director of the custodial staff of the school district as soon as possible about any damages needing repair, they usually come within 24-48 hrs to fix any damages. Using our building is serving a huge need in the Ripon community and we are extremely glad to help! AS A REMINDER: Please do not go through or take their belongings as some things are not the districts but students and teachers’ personal belongings from home. THANK YOU!!!
ANNUAL TURKEY DINNER: It’s that time of the year again for the annual turkey dinner. COVID-19 has us making a few changes this year but it will happen. 10% of our profit will be donated to the Ripon Santa Club this year. The menu will stay the same as before. There will be no dine in dinners this year. There will only be 500 tickets available and when they are gone, they are gone. The donation board is available 24/7 in the north entrance of the church. All donated food needs to be at the church by Monday October 26. Deliveries will only be available 11am to 1pm in the Ripon city limits. You can sign up for home delivery in the church office or by calling the church office at 748-2544 during open office hours, by Thursday October 29 at Noon. Tickets are available at the church office and if any are left the day of the dinner, will be available to purchase at the church. Carry outs will be available 11am to 1pm and 4pm to 6pm thru the dinning room. Drive thru service will be available 4pm to 6pm thru the car port on the east parking lot. All tickets are $10.00 this year. There will be people making calls to find people to work for the dinner and the prep of the dinner. We will provide a safe and friendly work area. So, please find a caring spot in your heart to help this all happen. Many hands make light work. It is a lot of work, but there is fun, food, fellowship, and memories made every day. God is with us each and every day with his blessings. Any questions about anything please contact Nancy at (920) 229-3486 or Buck at (920) 229-3184.
PARISH NURSE:
In every encounter we either give life or we drain it; there is no neutral exchange. – Brennan Manning
This quote has been one of my favorites since I first heard it in 2014. But what does that mean as a Christian to speak life? I really started on a journey to think about how my speech, my conversations and my body language affected those around me and how I could better understand the concept of speaking life. “Then the Lord God formed a man from the dust of the ground and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and the man became a living being.” God is the one who breathed life into us, and we are made in the image of God. John 1:3-4 goes on to say, “All things came into being through Him, and apart from Him nothing came into being that has come into being. In Him was life, and the life was the Light of men.” So, does life in this context mean just how long we live here on earth, a promise of eternal life or something else we are also given from our Creator? That second verse describes how the life was the Light of men. Here the light is referring to Jesus being our guide, revealing to us our sins and illuminating a way to be saved. “He who believes in me, as the scripture said, ‘From his innermost being will flow rivers of living water.” John 7:38
How exactly does this all tie in to speaking life? “A good man brings good things out of the good stored up in his heart, and an evil man brings evil things out of the evil stored up in his heart. For the mouth speaks what the heart is full of.” Luke 6:45. What we have internally, which is life breathed in us from God ,the Light of men (Jesus) and the living water (Holy Spirit) and so our hearts should be full of the goodness and mercy and life-giving spirit that we have been graciously given! James 3:3-5 has a way of describing what damage our mouths can actually do: “When we put bits into the mouths of horses to make them obey us, we can turn the whole animal.  Or take ships as an example. Although they are so large and are driven by strong winds, they are steered by a very small rudder wherever the pilot wants to go. Likewise, the tongue is a small part of the body, but it makes great boasts. Consider what a great forest is set on fire by a small spark.” We have the ability to give life or drain it to others with our words and actions every day. Whether on the phone with a friend, talking with the cashier at the grocery store, or having a disagreement with a family member, let’s give and speak life. 
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