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                                         Reverend Dr. Kevin Mundell
                                Reverend Harley Tretow, Pastor Emeritus
        From the Pastor’s Desk	                                   July 2018
		
	 I had a professor in college named Greg Boyd.  He was a Theology professor and a pastor at a local church that he helped grow from a few hundred members to over four thousand members in the Twin Cities. Shortly after I finished college he left teaching and became a preaching pastor and writer in the church he served. The church was a conservative evangelical Baptist church and his primary task was to preach on Sundays. 
	As the church approached the presidential election in 2004, near the end of Bush’s first term in office, Dr. Boyd and many of the staff at the church noticed some very negative behavior happening at the church around the election. Some of the church members, who saw themselves as republicans were belittling church members in the halls, at bible studies and other activities who they perceived were democratic church members. What was being implied was that you could not be a Christian and a democrat. 
	This lead the church council through prayer and discernment to have Dr. Boyd preach on the subject with a sermon series. He preached a five-week sermon series entitled, “How God is Not a Republican” and made sure everyone knew how God is not a Democrat either. The series of sermons centered on a simple idea:  if a person is to claim that they are a Christian, then their life should be continually transforming so that every aspect of their life, all words and deeds, look more and more like the words and deeds of Jesus. 
	What Dr. Boyd did was put God first for all Christians over everything else. So if you as a Christian are going to be loyal to your nation, then the standard you hold your nation against is the life of Jesus and when the nation speaks and acts in ways that do not look like how Jesus would speak and act, then you need to be critical of the nation for her correction so that God remains first in your life. If you, as a Christian, are going to be involved with a political party, then the measuring stick for the political party’s words and actions becomes the words and actions of Jesus. If the party is not speaking or acting in a way that reflects Jesus’ words and actions, then you need to become critical of the party for correction so that God remains first for you. The same applies for a business; if the people who are part of a business claim that the business is a Christian business, then the words and actions of the business should reflect the words and actions of Jesus. 
	After Dr. Boyd preached the five-week sermon series one thousand church members quit the church. The church also received a better understanding of her purpose as a church, to make disciples of Christ who grow in living a life that conforms to the life of Christ. 
	I mention this story because of Dr. Boyd’s idea:  our lives as Christians should always be moving to fully embody the life of Christ. When thinking about difficult cultural issues such as immigration, he points out how we should start acting.  If Jesus were in charge of the situation, what would he do and say? How would Jesus deal with those enforcing the rules? How would Jesus deal with the immigrants? Would Jesus deal with all of the immigrants in the same way, because not all the immigrants are trying to come here for the same reasons? Would Jesus deal with all the people being asked to enforce policy the same, whether they agreed or disagreed with the policy? Where should God’s law come into play? Where should the gospel come into play? Where should God’s grace - shown to us in Jesus’ death and resurrection - be applied?
	I believe, as Christians, the minimum starting point for us should be to begin with prayer. We pray for the policy makers and the policies made and changed, that they reflect God’s heart and not ours.  That they remember the humanness of everyone involved on all sides. That we pray for the people who enforce policy that their words and actions reflect Christ’s words and actions while doing their duty. That we pray for the immigrants seeking a fresh start or fleeing violence or seeking asylum; that they find the peace, hope, and opportunity they are seeking. That we pray for the immigrants with negative intents that they encounter the grace of God and find their lives transformed through the blood of Christ. That we pray for everyone affected by our national immigration issues so that we are all transformed toward Christ.   
  	God’s Grace is Sufficient		Rev. Dr. Kevin P. Mundell
[image: http://shannoncu.ie/wp-content/uploads/2017/03/important-notice.jpg]Effective 6/26/18, Our Saviour's office hours will be 9am until Noon, Monday thru Thursday until further notice. If access to the office is needed at another time, please contact a member of the Church Council to make arrangements.
REV. MUNDELL will be at CSRYE from July 12 – 15th. If you have any pastoral needs, please contact Jeremy Schouten at 920-295-8023, AnnDee Peth at 920-517-4391, Buck Kwiatkowski at 920-229-3184 or Rick Stracy at 920-229-1367
**DEADLINE FOR AUGUST MESSENGER -   Please submit your events/articles electronically to the office by noon July 19th to osuccripon@charter.net. in word format only.  Please, no PDF's.  Replying by the deadline really helps…thanks!  

COMMITTEE  NEWS    

[image: ]WALKING CLUB:  Our start time is 8:00 am in the church basement
[image: ]                                                              MISSIONS COMMITTEE
You may drop off your pop tabs at our Ronald McDonald “pop-tab house” (made and donated by Arnie Lamonska) - and it is located next to the church office. Thank you from Missions Committee!

                ALTAR GUILD
ALTAR & ORGAN FLOWERS – Sign up in the church office for Sunday altar or organ flowers in Memory of a loved one OR Celebration of an occasion.  Altar flowers are $25 and organ flowers are $16.  Checks should be payable to the Altar Guild. Please pick up your fresh flowers after the church service, on the day you want them on the altar.  They will be available in the Altar Guild room.  Thank you!”

[bookmark: _Hlk499121098]EVANGELISM COMMITTEE
2018 FRIENDSHIP TIME sign-up sheets are located outside of the office on the bulletin board. Coffee and juice are supplied by the Evangelism Committee.

UPPER ROOM - The July/August issue is available for purchase in the East, North and South Narthex.  They are $1.00 each. Please put the money in the boxes located by the Upper Room placements and not in the collection plate.  Thanks for your help

STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE
STEWARDSHIP SUNDAY will be November 11th.  We will sponsor the breakfast that day as well.  Our new chair is Becky Mulder…congrats!  August 8th, 6:00 p.m. will be our next meeting time.

Loose Coin Update:  We are still using the loose coins in the offering plate for special projects.  Here is a list of outreach initiatives….
January - Student Scholarships $78.28			July-Shoe Box Project
February - Solutions Center $63.00				August - Back to School
March - Pilgrim Camp $104.00					September - Diverse Options
April - K-9 Unit of Ripon $92.00					October - Salvation Army
May/June - Vacation Bible School				November – Ripon Food Pantry
December – Anti-Crime Education of Ripon (ACE)
Thanks for your continued support!

WORSHIP COMMITTEE
REMINDER:   We will host Friendship Hour on Sunday, July 8th.
Our next meeting will be Monday, August 27th at 5 p.m. in the Conference Room.

FROM THE COUNCIL
CAMPITAL CAMPAIGN UPDATE – In April and May we received a total of $285 in contributions and donations toward our campaign. Thank You!
MARK YOUR CALENDARS!  Fall committee work day Sept. 29 9 – noon East Narthex.
CONGRATULATIONS!
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Adam Meyer graduated from UW Whitewater on May 19th with a Bachelor of Business Administration in Accounting & Information Technology with emphasis in Network & Security degree.  He is currently working in Milwaukee with an accounting firm.

Liz & Jason Fischer graduated on May 19th as well.  Liz has a BS in Health Promotion & Wellness with a Business minor.  Jason has a BS in Forestry & a Soils Science minor.  He is spending this summer on a fire crew with the Lewis & Clark National Forest, Harlowton, Montana

OTHER ANNOUNCMENTS
SHARING TABLE AT GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH Tuesday July 10 at 5-6:00 pm. ALL ARE WELCOME!

Polka Worship Service on the Farm:  Saturday, July 28th at 4:30 p.m., Pastor Tim Greenwald (First English Lutheran Church, Oshkosh) will lead worship & the Tuba Dan Band will provide music at the Ron & JoAnne O’Neill farm, 4880 West 9th Street Road, Oshkosh 54904.  Dress comfortably & bring a lawn chair.  Lunch will follow. There is plenty of parking!    For more info, call 920.948.9503.

IT'S TIME FOR VBS “SHIPWRECKED” TO GET SHIPSHAPE!
Decoration construction has been underway for about a month. Most of the needed supplies have been collected. We still have a few donations either not signed up for or returned to the collection box. Please help us complete the lists! Now the final “wave” of preparation is underway and your help is needed to finish things off and set the stage for the kids! During work nights there will be both sit down projects as well as decorating activities in rooms and hallways. Might be some ladders and lots of tape involved!!!!
VBS Work Dates and times: Tuesday July 17th 6-8pm / Tuesday July 24th 6-8pm /  Sunday July 29th, 1-5pm. The week before VBS starts our schedule is: Monday July 30th thru Thursday August 2nd – every evening from 6-8pm. Decorating the church will be the focus during this final week.
Location:  Hillside Assembly of God Church, 656 W. Oshkosh St. Ripon – Enter on the upper level under the carport.
With many hands we should be able to get it done in 4 nights! Consider signing up with a group of friends or family members. Sign-up sheets will be posted starting June 30th.
 If you have any questions or have a group that would like to assist at a different time -
 call Kay Kelch at 920-203-7150
MEMORIALS 
· Memorial to Student Scholarships in Memory of Marjorie Brievogel, given by Mae Lehman
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Our sympathy and Prayers 

	To the family of Arden Thom as they grieve his passing on May 14, 2018 at University Hospital in Madison, WI.  He was99 years old.  Arden is survived by his wife, Evelyn, four children & their families.  

	To the family of Frederick Wilkes as they grieve his passing on May 17, 2018 at Prairie Place.  He was 92 years old.  Fred is survived by his wife, Jeanette, two children & their families.  

To the family of Dorothy Daw as they grieve her passing June 23, 2018 at Pleasant Park Place, Ripon.  She was86 years old.  Dorothy is survived by three children & their families.


WHAT’S  AHEAD ?
July 12		6:30 pm worship in the Chapel with Brian Smith
July 15		9 am worship with Brian Smith 
July 28		4:30 pm – Polka Worship on the Farm – Tuba Dan Band
July 29		10:30 am worship at Whispering Pines by the Mission Committee
Aug. 5-9		Vacation Bible School at Hillside Assembly of God
656 W. Oshkosh St., Ripon
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