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Deadline for the October 2026 Edition of The Messenger: �¥�¦ ��� �z�!�(

Events to be included on the calendar, committee updates, articles, etc. should be submitted to
the office by September 19th via email to the Church office, osuccripon1@gmail.com, or you
may drop your  information in the office, or submit it using the the QR code at the right and filling
out the short form that is automatically sent directly to the office email. Thank you.

Join us for Worship In-Person, Virtually, or by Radio!

Worship Services are Thursday at 6:30 pm in the Chapel and Sunday at 9:00 am in the Sanctuary. 
Both services are Livestreamed to Facebook, YouTube, and our website. On Sunday at 10:50 am you can also
tune in to 1600AM WRPN to listen to the radio broadcast of the 9:00 am worship service.

For those who worship through our online opportunities, if you live in the greater Ripon area and would like Rev.
Mundell to come by in person to visit and bring you communion, please call our church office at 920-748-2544 to
set up an appointment. He is very happy to do that for you!

Our Saviour’s United Church of Christ
343 Scott Street, Ripon, WI 54971 |  920.748.2544

www.OurSavioursUCCRipon.com
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  God’s Grace is Sufficient.       Rev. Dr. Kevin Mundell

From the Pastor's Desk

Rev. Dr. Kevin Mundell

P1

We did not know what we were getting into, but we quickly learned that Sophie was a delightful person ready to
have her world opened to her and met a who bunch of wonderful people at our church. She fit in right away and
helping with office projects and then jumping in to help with our turkey dinner and our funeral luncheons,
especially when a team was short help. She helped with our confirmation program and worked with me in the
STRIVE rotary program I oversee that helps high school students transition from high school into their next
phase of life. 

Sophie became the daughter Kelly, and I didn’t know we needed. She also bonded with Katrina and became the
little sister Cody didn’t realize he needed as well. And Fergus fell in love with her and still lights up whenever she
shows up and spends any time with him. And she held Graham, the first baby she ever held when he was less
than a week old. 

After many confirmation sessions when everyone had left for the evening, she we bring up more theological
questions that led, for me, enjoyable conversations about God and how we try and live our faith. 

Kelly and I had rearranged our life so that this year we could start hosting Rotary high school youth exchange
students again and so we were not expecting to be hosts yet. But then Rev. Rigert, our Conference minister told us
that they and the camp were going to bring in a volunteer from Germany, but needed extra things for them to do,
and asked if  Our Saviour’s would like to share the intern. Of  course, I said yes and when I told Kelly about the
opportunity, she said yes, and that we should host her if  they need a host.

This year has been a blessing, a surprise blessing for me that came through the gift of
taking into our home Sophie, a young woman from Germany who had just finished her
high school education and wanted to serve God through a church organization as a
volunteer here in the US. 

Sophie enjoyed the Thursday night worship service in the chapel and began attending almost every week and
coming early enough to hangout and talk with those joining her beforehand. After many services she would help
me gatekeep and then ask theological questions about things I said in the sermon. 

She celebrated Thanksgiving and Christmas with us, went to Florida and Door County with us for vacation as
simply a part of our family. And mornings on vacation were about how to keep Fergus from getting into Sophie’s
room and waking her up as she slept in the latest every day. 

God has made and is sustaining a world that is constantly growing. We are gifted through our faith and baptism
with the Holy Spirit to help us continue to grow in love for God and love for neighbor. Seeing Sophie grow
reminded me of how important it is for us to never stop growing and never stop connecting with new people and
to marvel in how God is always bringing new life into being. 
















